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AGRICULTURAL RESEARCH PROJECT — ORD VALLEY 
Statement 

HON ROBIN CHAPPLE (Mining and Pastoral) [9.53 pm]: I rise tonight with a peculiar or somewhat odd 
adjournment statement. It relates to a question I asked in Parliament a while ago. On Wednesday, 11 April 2018, 
I asked a question of the Minister for Agriculture and Food. I will read in the question for a very salient reason. 
I quote — 

I refer to the article in The Kimberley Echo on Friday, 27 October 2017, titled “Crop research project 
aims to grow farm profit”. 
(1) In dollar value, what was the total amount of funding the state government has contributed to 

the agricultural research project that will investigate cropping systems for growing cotton, grain 
and forage in the Ord Valley? 

(2) Will the minister table the scope of that research? 
(3) What are the reporting requirements? 
(4) When is the first report due? 
(5) Will the minister table the reports? 
(6) How much funding has been provided to investigate bush foods, such as gubinge, which is 

recognised as a positive industry for traditional owners in the Kimberley? 
Hon ALANNAH MacTIERNAN replied: 
I need to advise the member that I have not seen that question. There is not a copy of that question or 
answer in my file, and indeed I have not seen it. It has not been presented to me today. I will be more than 
happy for the member to ask it again tomorrow. 

Later on in the day, I was handed the answer to the question. Unfortunately, because of the way it was handed to 
me, it does not appear in Hansard. I will read the answer into Hansard so that it can be recorded. 

Hon Nick Goiran: Do you know why they do that? They do that to be shifty because if it is tabled like that, no-one 
will ever get to read it unless they go and ask for the tabled paper. 

The PRESIDENT: Member, there is only one person on their feet and that is Hon Robin Chapple. He does not 
need any assistance. 

Hon ROBIN CHAPPLE: Thank you, Madam President. I will make the point that it was not tabled in that fashion. 
I will read the answer so it can go into Hansard. It states — 

1. The Department of Primary Industries and Regional Development is contributing an in-kind 
contribution of $1.881 million over three years to the Commonwealth Cooperative Research Centre 
(CRC) Project, Developing sustainable cropping systems for cotton, grains and fodder. 

2. The scope of the project is to: 

• Develop a robust cotton management system for well drained soils that can respond to 
intra-seasonal climate variability, produce reliable yield and quality with input requirements 
quantified. This includes a modelling capacity to assess investment feasibility and production 
risks; 

• Identify double cropping options and production challenges, including crop species selection, 
managing crop transitions, pre-emptive plant protection, tillage and water requirements; 

• Identify, trial and develop complementary crop species genetics, agronomy and rotational 
requirements for chia, millet, sorghum, corn, chickpea, mungbean, quinoa and others; 

• Develop and extend best management practices for growers and other industry partners; and 

• Explore risk management options for biosecurity and other impacts on selected northern crops. 

3. The reporting requirements are with the CRC for Developing Northern Australia and are based on 
achieving defined milestones. 

4. The first report was due in January, 2018 and has been delivered. 

5. No. Release of the report will require approval of the Northern Australia Crop Research Alliance and 
the CRC for Developing Northern Australia. 
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6. Supporting the growth of Aboriginal Agriculture, including the development of bush foods, 
nutraceutical and pharmaceutical markets is a major priority for the Department of Primary Industries 
and Regional Development.  

Through both the Pilbara and Kimberley Development Commissions, we are working closely with 
Aboriginal pastoral estate and other Aboriginal stakeholders to progress bush food harvest opportunities. 

The reason I have read that in is so the answer is on the parliamentary record. We have been through quite a lengthy 
process to figure out how to do this, and this is my only opportunity to make sure that the answer is recorded in 
Hansard. 

Hon Alison Xamon: Would you like to table the paper, member? 

Hon ROBIN CHAPPLE: I seek leave to table the question and answer. 

Leave granted. [See paper 1415.] 

House adjourned at 9.59 pm 
__________ 
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